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Art Schools, like academies of every sort, are at once a public
/ \<knget and a necessity. In the dead centre of the eighteenth
/ \ century the least likely of men/one would have thought, Edward
A. JLYoung, author of the bland cNight Thoughts', launched, in
fcicely balanced and alliterative prose, the most radical claim ever made for
Untototed genius: 'Conjectures on Original Composition,* in a Letter to
the Author of *Sir Charles Grandison.*1 Even William Blake, who terri-
fied the great Whatman pages in an edition fifty years later of the *Night
Thoughts* with images that belied its Pope-inspired text, if he came near
to Young's dream of solitary inspiration, had his own sources of schooling,
and against the ultra-romantic claim for complete independence it must
be allowed that there is a place for discipline, traditional lore and the other
classic curbs on unlicensed genius.
In the eighteenth century, when the Royal Academy and its school
were founded, Gainsborough and Reynolds were perfect examples of
intuitive genius over against the academic* In our day Steer and Tonks
were as complete representatives of the complementary types: Steer die
instinctive artist, hater of theory; Tonks, the academician in excel$ist who
ought, of course, to have been President at Burlington House:2 but Tonks,
in place of Reynolds's rather fearful and grudging attitude towards Gains-
borough, had a reverence for his friend's powers and judgment, though
he essayed the schoolmaster even with him.
From 1893 to 1930 Steer was Teacher of Painting at the Slade School,
first, as we have seen, under Brown, and afterwards under Tonks, The
11 owe my knowledge ofthis to Nilokus Pevsner's * Academies of Ait, Past and Present*.
Tta author refers to* Young* smply^
line, 'Procrastination is At thief of Time*, too famous, since prcxaastiflaBon may be the dricf
of everything else but is the saviour of Time. Dr. Pevsner's knowledge of academies, in the
British Isles is scrappy, but his review of foragn iostfeutioos h                              -
2Hefailedmanattemt*tQwintnepro^
migjit have changed many things in official faistoiy*